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21st August 2009

Dear Mr. Campbell
RE: Sister City status of Broome and Taiji
We write to you as concerned citizens regarding the sister city arrangements that Broome currently has with Taiji, Japan. I am sure you are now aware of Louie Psiyohos’ film The Cove, which documents the annual mass killings that begins each September of more than 23,000 dolphins in Taiji. These killings occur covertly in a national park which is meant to protect these beautiful, sentient animals, and in a town which relies on dolphins for tourism. Japan’s public is largely unaware and uninformed the dolphin meat poses significant health risks, due to high mercury levels.

Given these documented, scientific facts, I ask you to raise this issue with Taiji’s councillors before the killing season begins again in September. Swift, decisive and timely action at the local government level, taken with mutual respect, diplomacy and sensitivity, is key to resolving this issue, and to prevent any negative impacts on Broome’s tourism and international reputation. For example, two of Taiji’s local councillors have already ended the use of dolphin meat for school lunches. This is a constructive, precautionary outcome for Taiji’s next generation.

In contrast, attempts to resolve this issue through international forums such as the International Whaling Commission have been blocked by Japan’s Fisheries Commission, which claims the killings are for scientific research, occur in sovereign waters, and support Japan’s traditional culture. Even if this were so—and there is a growing body of scholarly and scientific evidence to suggest these are false claims and norms used to protect a domestic industry—the significant health risks remain, and may be intergenerational. Australia has an exemplary track record of protecting sea life, notably cetaceans which include whales, dolphins and porpoises. The ‘responsibility to protect’ norm which Australia has pioneered in international human rights, may also provide a precedent to justify public diplomacy. In this specific case this norm can transcend a sovereign-based defence.

We appreciate this is a sensitive political issue which needs to be dealt with in a diplomatic manner. It is imperative however that action be taken swiftly and decisively to ensure that the mass killings are stopped this year, and that uninformed Japanese consumers are protected from significant health risks. Time is of the essence.
With much respect, 
Alex Burns & Rosie Cross

